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The Westin Banyan Tree

The Westin Banyan Tree Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand is known among international visitors
and locals for it's first class facilities and services. This five star facility located right in the
heart of the Bangkok Metropolitan, is a 60 storey structure and considered the tallest and one
of the most prestigious hotels in the entire kingdom of Thailand. With such an impressive
height, the hotel is able to offer it's clientele a magnificent “bird’s eye” view of the city. Located
on the 50t and 60t floor of the hotel is the famous restaurant/lounge, “The Compass Rose”.

The interior design of the Compass Rose incorporates the concept of daylighting through
extensive use of large clear glass panels to allow maximum light. A bright and vibrant space
with an unobstructed view of the city below is the result of this design. This concept, however,
brought about some technical problems. During the day when the place is used for luncheon
meetings, temperatures in the lounge can soar to unbearable levels. Even with air-conditioners
working at full capacity, customers still complained of the heat through the large windows.

The hotel management reviewed several solar control film products but found them unsatisfactory,
mainly due to the tints being too dark, too reflective or ineffective. After consulting with
V-KOOL® Siam, and having experienced the efficacy of V-KOOL, the hotel management
agreed on installing the entire 2,800 FT. of glass with V-KOOL 70. The entire installation work
took two weeks to complete. After the installation, the hotel manager called V-KOOL Siam to
express his Satisfaction with the outcome. V-KOOL had solved the problem, getting rid of hot
spots without compromising the natural daylight of the space. It also preserved the exterior
appearance of the hotel. The hotel management was so pleased with the results that they
decided to install V-KOOL on all west-facing presidential-suites of the hotel, covering a glass
area of another 1,200 FT°.
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